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Commemoration Ceremony for Vehbi Koç

G E N E L  GEN E R A L

On Tuesday, February 25, the late Vehbi Koç, the founder of the Koç Group, was commemorated with respect, love 
and longing at the Koç School on the 29th anniversary of his passing.  

of Vehbi Koç Foundation, was the guest of honor, Koç Primary School students had the opportunity to get to know 
Vehbi Koç more closely with the questions they asked.

While our kindergarten students commemorated Vehbi Koç with portrait studies, our Grade 1 students worked 
on understanding his advices. Our Grade 2 students wrote and performed acrostic poems about Vehbi Koç to
reinforce what they had learned. Our Grade 3 students expressed their respect for Vehbi Koç by sharing the letters 
they wrote to him in English. After this meaningful part, our students had a Q&A session with our guest speaker Mr.

One of our Grade 4 students performed on the piano to commemorate the day.

personality and the way he made them feel were displayed.

our school founder with respect by telling about the works that Vehbi Koç inspired.

We commemorate him with respect and longing...
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G E N E L  GEN E R A L

The Koç School’s 
Meaningful
Collaboration with
KAÇUV

As The Koç School, we keep acting with a strong
sense of social responsibility. As part of February 15, 
Childhood Cancer Day, we engaged in a meaningful
collaboration with the Hope Foundation for Children 
with Cancer (KAÇUV) on Wednesday, February 19. 

We supported KAÇUV through the Hope Shop set
up in the middle and high school buildings. Our
students and all Koç School staff participated in the
event by wearing yellow clothes to raise awareness. 
We reinforced our solidarity by wearing our Sharing
Day sweatshirts and yellow KAÇUV ribbons.

Furthermore, through a campaign on our social
media accounts, we highlighted this important issue
and raised awareness by reaching hundreds of 
people.

This meaningful collaboration was crowned with 
a certificate of appreciation presented to The Koç
School by KAÇUV. We will continue to make a 
difference with our social responsibility projects.
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Professional
Development and
Collaboration Day 
February 15, 2025
At the Professional Development and Collaboration
Day for our teachers on February 15, 2025, we came
together for innovative approaches in education,
collaboration and continuous development. With 
academics and educators who are experts in their 
fields, we shared a wide range of topics from the 
psychological dimensions of learning to assessment
and evaluation policies. We started the day with Prof.

continued the day by participating in the specialized
programs of schools and the studies they need
according to their departments.
In primary school, the Assessment and Evaluation 
Policy was reviewed, departmental studies were 
conducted, and an interview was held with Assoc.

G E N E L  GEN E R A L
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S T U D E N T  A C H I E V E M E N T S

Tebrikler

Original Opinion
and Essay 
Writing Contest
Success

6D, participated in the “Original 
Opinion and Essay Writing

an honorable mention in the Grade 

Making a 

success.

 mansiyon ödülü

Koç School Junior Boys
Table Tennis Team
Success
Our Junior Boys Table Tennis team,
consisting of our 5th and 6th grade
students, has achieved 5th place 
in the “School Sports Table Tennis

With this success, our team has 
qualified to participate in the Turkey
Championship group stage, which
will be held between April 28-30.

•10
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S T U D E N T  A C H I E V E M E N T S

Tebrikler
Success Of The Junior 
Boys’ Orienteering Team

Success Of The Junior 
Girls’ Orienteering Team

       11
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S T U D E N T  A C H I E V E M E N T S

Second Place In Asian
Region In Biology Field g gy

(Platanusaorientalis), (Vitexaagnus-
castus Cissusaquadrangularis)
(Oleaaeuropaea)

This year, 22.586 project applications were made 

(Platanus orientalis) Cissus
quadrangularis) (Olea europaea

Students:

Advisor:

•12
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Our 11th-grade IB students, Can Selçuk, Esma Sude 

“Forecasting Employment Data in Turkey Using an 

S T U D E N T  A C H I E V E M E N T S

       13
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K I N D E RG A R T E N

Winter Exploration
with Kindergarten
Students: “This 
Moment in Nature”
Workshop
Our kindergarten students continue to explore the 
cycle of nature! After the autumn session of the “This
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
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100th Day at Primary School100

16
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Sustainable
Development
Committee
Waste Battery 
Collection Campaign
To build a sustainable future, we must respect and 

and we support the Sustainable Development Goals 

with Eco-School class representatives to discuss 

proper disposal. Our Eco-Team students then shared

batteries on campus.

the House that collects the most batteries will be 

future!

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
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S T U D E N T  A C H I E V E M E N T S

19

The Koç Primary 
School Science
Festival 2025
During the week of February 24-28, the traditional KOÇ
Primary School Science Festival took place under the 
slogan: “The world will be saved not by superheroes,

participated in the festival, which featured a variety 
of science shows, experiments, games, talks, and 
presentations, all centered around the themes of 
science, sustainability, and kindness. Additionally, 
students at every level had the opportunity to meet
representatives from different non-governmental
organizations working in the fields of environment and
sustainability.

Our kindergarten students had a conversation with 
representatives from the Deniz Temiz Association/
TURMEPA about the importance of clean seas. They 
then participated in a drawing workshop titled “Happy 

Grade 1 students met with volunteers from Tuzla TEMA

mission and activities. They also discussed the concept
of volunteerism and engaged in conversations about 

of recycling.

Grade 2 students had an interactive session in 
their Science Lab classes with Habitat Association
representatives and, in their EMS class, with NASA 
Club students from The Koç High School. With Habitat
Association representatives, they first tested their
prior knowledge about water through an online quiz, 
followed by discussions on key concepts such as the 
importance of water, the water cycle, water harvesting, 
and water footprint. In their EMS class, NASA Club 
students guided them through an experiment on light
reflection and refraction. They observed light patterns 
in a dark setting and explored how colors form.

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

19
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Koç School Kindergarten and 
1st Grade Lottery Applications

https://www.koc.k12.tr/tr/2025/02/ana-sinifi-1-sinif-aday-ogrenci-basvuru-sureci/
https://www.koc.k12.tr/tr/2025/02/ana-sinifi-1-sinif-aday-ogrenci-basvuru-sureci/
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Club of The Month: Chess

also recognized as a mind sport.
As strong advocates of cognitive-based learning 
approaches, we support chess education through 
club lessons for Grade 3 and 4 students, helping
them discover the many benefits of the game.
In our lessons, we utilize advanced chess programs 
and occasionally incorporate animated and 3D chess 
pieces to make the club experience both educational 
and enjoyable.
By integrating chess into our club hours, we provide 
students with the opportunity to put their theoretical
knowledge into practice, significantly contributing to 
the development of their analytical thinking skills.

21
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Corner of the Month: 
Lego Corner

Our school provides various quiet spaces designed to
meet the diverse needs of our students. One of these
spaces is the LEGO corner. Located on both upstairs
and the ground floor, these areas offer children a
chance to relax during breaks while also developing 
their creativity, enhancing their fine motor skills, and
boosting their problem-solving abilities. While playing 
with LEGO, students learn to collaborate, brainstorm
ideas, and develop strategies, by making their break
both enjoyable and productive.

Quiet spaces enable students to rest, focus and relax
when they need to. This allows each child to choose
the environment that suits them best and make the
most of their breaks.
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Handcrafting is on You,
Materials are on Us 
Campaign
Section 4A and the Little Designers Club organized 

campaign during the week of February 10-1, through
which they provided stationery supplies and school
bags to students at Necatibey Primary School. They 
crafted handmade items under the campaign and 
exchanged them with stationery supplies. Once 
collected, the supplies were delivered to the students. 
In return, the children expressed their happiness by 
sharing a heartfelt message along with their photos.

23
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The Guidance and Psychological Counseling Department prepared a bulletin titled “Mindfulness in

Guidance and Psychological Counseling Department

Parent Bulletin by the
Counseling Department
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Level Sharing of the Month: A Knowledge 
Bridge from Grade 1 to Kindergarten – “I’m 
Getting Acquainted With Our Country”

As part of their life studies class on the theme

students explored the characteristics of their
cities and our country, then excitedly shared the

friends. The students introduced various cities

colorful posters and visuals, emphasis was 
placed on the rich history and cultural diversity of
our country.

students. A question and answer session
was held to allow them to share which of the

opportunity to express their own experiences. This

our country.

25
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Grade 2 Quiz Show
Our second graders put their knowledge to the test
in an exciting Grade 2 Quiz Show! The competition
was filled with enthusiasm, teamwork, and lots of 
fun as students answered questions across various
subjects. From vocabulary challenges to quick math 
problems, our young learners showed their critical
thinking and teamwork skills.

Congratulations to all our participants for their amazing
effort!

26
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
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Safer Internet Week 
(February 3-14)

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

28
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

Recalling Our
School Rules: How 
Can We Be Kinder
to Each Other?

At the beginning of the second semester, our students
came together with their level deans to reflect on our 

Students agreed that kindness is a key value not 

discussion highlighted how following rules, which

the end of the activity, students raised awareness on
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

Koç Middle School 7th Science Festival: 
The Machine Learns, The World 
Transforms

3D printer. 

DNA-related 
studies

resonance patterns with different sound 
frequencies, 

working principles of the
steam engine dictaphone, the 
ancestor of printers
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

Pika Art & Pika Effect:

• 33
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Koç School TEAMS
Club Competes
in the TEAMS
Competition
Koç School TEAMS Club successfully completed the
national stage of the International TEAMS (Tests of
Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics, and Science)
competition. Held on February 7, 2025, at Koç High
School, the competition provided students with an
opportunity to engage in group activities that enhanced 
their analytical thinking and problem-solving skills in
the fields of science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics.
Under the 2025 TEAMS theme, “Extreme Weather

 students developed engineering solutions 
to design resilient structures against extreme weather 
conditions caused by global climate change. Throughout 
the competition, they showcased their interdisciplinary
thinking skills by coming up with innovative ideas for 
creating safe and sustainable structures against natural
disasters.
Koç School TEAMS Club, which aims to foster interest in
engineering and science, has already begun preparing
for the international stage of the competition. The club
is determined to continue making an impact in the 
fields of science and engineering in the coming years.

M I D D L E  S C H O O L
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

Koç JMUN Club Shines at 
Hisar JMUN Conference

proudly represented our school at the Hisar JMUN 
Conference, held at Hisar Schools. Engaging in dynamic 
debates and diplomatic negotiations, our delegates 
tackled pressing global issues, honed their public
speaking skills, and demonstrated exceptional teamwork.
The annual Hisar JMUN Conference provided a valuable 
platform for our students to collaborate with peers from 
various schools, fostering critical thinking and leadership 
in an international setting. We are incredibly proud of 
their dedication and enthusiasm in upholding the values 
of Model United Nations.
Congratulations to all our delegates for their outstanding 
performance!

• 35
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Algebraic: A Learning Journey 
From Abstract To Concrete

As part of the 27th Book Week activities, an interdisciplinary 
lesson was designed to offer our students the opportunity 
to use their knowledge in different disciplines together. This 
lesson design, which blends Turkish and mathematics, 

The interdisciplinary approach extends beyond simply 
merging two subjects; and  encourages our students to 
establish connections between different classes and view 
concepts from a broader perspective.
Through the designed lesson, realizing  the links between 
mathematical thinking skills and the richness of our 
language, our students experienced how both subjects 
can be associated with each other. This process allowed 
our students to explore that learning is not confined to 
a single subject, but instead becomes more meaningful 
when various disciplines come together.
In this journey from abstract to concrete guided by the 

that mathematics is a way of thinking that has the power 
to search for, understand the truth and find solutions that 
lie behind the doors of its mysterious world, and through 
the contributions of the Turkish language course, various 
examples were used to show them how this mathematical 
thinking is reinforced by the linguistic and expressive 
power.

M I D D L E  S C H O O L
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Mathematics Poetry 
Competition: 
’Mathematics: Code 
Of Life’

‘Mathematics Poetry 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L
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Türkiye  Math 
Contest 2025

The first round of the Türkiye Maths Contest, which
has been implemented in our country since the 2019-
2020 academic year under the coordination of the 
TIMO (Turkish International Mathematical Olympiad) 
Science Board consisting of university faculty mem-
bers and mathematics teachers, was held at our school
on Saturday, March 1, 2025. In the first step, in which 
our middle school students showed great interest, 40
students from different levels sought answers to ques-
tions consisting of multiple-choice questions prepared 
in parallel with the MoNE curriculum and including in-
ternational peer achievements within 90 minutes. 

The aim of this competition is to contribute to the de-
velopment of the knowledge and skills of primary, sec-
ondary and high school students studying in Turkey 
and abroad in mathematics courses, to develop stu-

and international level through this competition exam 
and to ensure its continuity, and to create a common 
mathematics culture among teachers and students at 
national and international level.

We would like to thank all our students who participat-
ed and wish them continued success.

Koç Middle School Mathematics Department

•38
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

The Study Guide
As The Koç School Middle School Guidance and
Psychological Counseling Department, we have shared
the Study Guide and planning charts with our students to
support them in the second term following the semester
break. The Study Guide helps students develop planning
skills, discover effective study methods, and strengthen
their academic organization abilities.
Click here to access the Study Guide. Additionally,
students can find hourly, daily, and weekly planning
charts to support their study routines. Click here to
access the planning charts. Students who need further
support with study methods and planning can schedule
an appointment with their grade-level psychological
counselors for individual guidance.

• 39
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https://www.koc.k12.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/G%C3%BCvenli%C4%B0nternetKullan%C4%B1m%C4%B1.pdf
https://www.koc.k12.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/G%C3%BCvenli%C4%B0nternetKullan%C4%B1m%C4%B1.pdf
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

Balanced Living 
in the Digital Age: 
Understanding and 
Managing Technology 
Addiction

On Thursday, February 6, 2025, The Koç School 
Middle School Guidance and Psychological 
Counseling Department hosted a student 
seminar titled “Balanced Living in the Digital Age: 

technology addiction, its negative effects on physical
and mental health, and strategies for developing a 

awareness of the importance of mindful technology 
use and benefited from practical advice on cultivating 



42

Online Parent Seminar: 

Adolescence and 
Boundaries”

On Tuesday, February 18, at 20.00, The Koç
School Middle School Guidance and Psychological
Counseling Department hosted an online seminar 

explored the physical, emotional, and social changes 
unique to adolescence, as well as the challenges
that arise during this period. Topics included identity

and peer relationships while key questions addressed
included, “How can healthy identity development be

The Koç School Middle School Guidance and
Psychological Counseling Department

M I D D L E  S C H O O L
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We Commemorate Mr.
Vehbi Koç with Respect
and Longing: “The Onus is
On Us!”
TEGV Don’t Throw Away - 
Donate Campaign

founder of our school, alive and pass it on to future
generations on the 29th anniversary of his death, 
the Information Technologies department and the 
primary and middle school student councils worked 

campaign for the benefit of the Turkish Education 
Volunteers Foundation (TEGV). With this campaign, it
is aimed both to contribute to more children receiving
quality education and to support a sustainable future

calculated financially and sent to TEGV as educational 
support. We would like to thank our students and
employees who supported this meaningful donation 
campaign and share the appreciation sent to our 
school by TEGV.

M I D D L E  S C H O O L
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Electronic Waste
Recycling Facility 
visit with IB Digital
Society Students
IB Digital Society students visited Akademi Çevre 
Electronic Waste Recycling Facility. Prior to the 
visit, they learned about what electronic waste is, 
the types of components in it, the management of 
these wastes and the damages that may occur as a
result of electronic waste not going through a proper 
management process. They researched the practices 
in various countries and discussed the advantages 
and disadvantages of these applications. They visited
Akademi Çevre Facility to examine the practices in 
Turkey.
During the trip, our students received information
from experts on the collection, sorting and recycling 
of electronic waste. They developed ideas about the
problems and solutions encountered and also had the

this subject.
At the end of this efficient visit, where our students had
the opportunity to examine a local example on a topic
they discussed in class, they came back with various
project ideas that can be done within the scope of our
school on the recycling of electronic waste. We would
like to thank everyone who contributed into this trip.

H I G H  S C H O O L

•44
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H I G H  S C H O O L

• 45
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In November, our NASA Club participated in the “A Healthy

We hope they continue to develop even more innovative 

Project name

H I G H  S C H O O L
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Physics Team 2025

As the Physics Department, we participated in the TEAMS
(Test of Engineering Aptitude, Math, and Science) event, 
in which we have been participating regularly since 2016,
this year in six teams of 24 people.
Our teams completed the competition held at our school
in February. 
We are very excited for the results to be announced in
March.
Our teams completed the given categories below. 
Design Build Challenge,Multiple Choice Exam,Presentation
We thank our participating students and guidance 
teachers for their contributions and efforts.
Our consultants

Team members

H I G H  S C H O O L



49February ‘25 •

H I G H  S C H O O L

2025 IB Visual Arts Exhibition

Our Grade 12 IB Visual Arts students held their 
IB Visual Arts Exhibition on Tuesday, February
18, in A Block. In this exhibition, nine students 
presented their personal artworks, which they
curated in line with their chosen themes, to the
audience.

themed Human Pursuit, Identity, Human Frailty,
Vulnerability, Fate, Roots, Turmoil, Isolation,
and Traces, to the audience in relation to their
artistic vision.

• 49
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Seven of our 11th and 12th-grade students, 
accompanied by our head of  math department Serap 

from January 18-25.

joint activities. As part of this initiative, they taught

H I G H  S C H O O L
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At Koç School, we held an important conference to 

support them in developing mindful technology usage 

use on brain development, as well as its effects on
academic, social, and emotional success, supported
by scientific data.

attention processes and brain development while 
encouraging them to use digital devices mindfully 
and in balance. Moving forward, we will continue to 
support this process through awareness initiatives
and structured applications.

“The World’s
Loneliest Brain” 
Neuroscience
Student Conference

H I G H  S C H O O L
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H I G H  S C H O O L

As a school aware of its responsibility in waste management and committed to the goal of zero waste, awareness activities 
were carried out in the High School between February 17-21 as part of the Clean School, Green School Campaign.
During the campaign, which was a joint effort of the High School Biology Department and the Institutional Planning & 
Evaluation Department:

A session on the Economic, Environmental, and Social Dimensions of Sustainable Development was held with Berivan

Do you know this?
The amount of waste we were able to separate by placing in the correct containers and sending for recycling in the 
facility during the first semester: 41.5 tons.

High School paper consumption from September to December:

Koç School Clean School, Green School 
Campaign
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H I G H  S C H O O L

With the start of the new semester, the dorm students 
have had a month full of sports and cultural activities.
The intervening snow holiday also increased the 
number of times we were able to spend this month
together.

On Wednesday, February 5, the dorm students 
went to Beykoz Kundura Factory to watch the play 

Afterwards, the dorm students continued their 
sports activities and supported our team by going 
to the Fenerbahçe Beko - Real Madrid match on 
Thursday, February 6.

PTA for organizing the event.

Congratulations to our students who participated and 
achieved success.

Creative Writing Workshop took place. Our
participating students both talked about the theory of
the act of writing and created new writing products.

Dorm News -
February
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From February 13 to 16, we successfully hosted the 
Model United Nations Development Programme
(MUNDP) conference, bringing together approximately 
600 students. Held annually since 2001, MUNDP 
earned accreditation from THIMUN in 2012 and
has been one of the most prestigious Model United
Nations conferences in Turkey and Europe for the past 
25 years.

The conference was entirely organized by students 
from The Koç High School MUN Club. Its primary 
goal was to provide a platform for students to debate
and discuss current global issues while developing
solutions.

MUNDP kicked off on Thursday with a speech by 
Stephen Cahill, the World Food Programme (WFP) 
Turkey coordinator. Over the course of four days, 
students participated in in-depth debates within their 
committees. We extend our gratitude to Albus.org for
their support of our conference.

The Koç School 
Model United 
Nations Conference

H I G H  S C H O O L
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Creating Our
Own Story

Designing a
Magazine Event

1st grade students practiced story circles 
in our library with the visuals of silent
books. A giant apple figure was at the
center of the story circle and stimulated 
the imagination of our students. In
accordance with the flow of the story, we 
realized an educational and enjoyable
activity by making connections with the
life knowledge lesson outcomes.

Our 2nd grade students continue to explore information 
resources in our library. In this activity, they learned 
about journals, one of the current sources of 
information, and their features. Then, they prepared
their own magazines by cutting the images given 
to them and designing appropriate news headlines. 
These original works, which reflect the creativity of our 
students, are on display in our library.

56
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What is Research? 
Introduction to 
Research Steps

At the Koç School Library, we 
conducted an exciting and enlightening 
study on the Big3 Research Model 
with our 3rd grade students as part of 
the information literacy course. In this 
course, our students discovered how 
to practice the planning, information 
gathering and presentation stages 
when conducting research on a 
topic. They learned how to analyze 
information correctly, use reliable 
sources and present the data they 
obtained effectively during the 
project and homework preparation 
processes. This course, which was 
supported by practical activities, 
contributed to our students gaining a 
conscious researcher identity in their 
academic journey.

4th grade students at Koç School Primary School
Library. The lesson focused on the principles of 
academic integrity and the importance of preparing 
bibliographies.
In addition to exhibiting behaviors appropriate 
to academic integrity, our students learned how 
to access reliable information, how to verify the 
accuracy of information on the internet and the basic 
rules of bibliography. The interactive and practical 
lesson contributed to the development of our

With these valuable achievements, we continue to
support our students to grow as individuals who are
better equipped to use information consciously and
responsibly.

Academic Integrity and
Bibliography

L I B R A RY
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Storytime with “Dogs Can’t Do Ballet”

courage, being different and finding your own way is
about a little girl who is a ballet dancer and discovers

who loves music and dancing, emphasizes the 
importance of stepping outside the box and following

the value of courage, self-confidence and self-
expression with our students and explored the story

L I B R A RY

New Publications Arrived to
Primary School Library

58

https://drive.google.com/file/d/196f9DMFPlLEPJD_Qzk33zB-eRqJ75ZVK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/196f9DMFPlLEPJD_Qzk33zB-eRqJ75ZVK/view
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Citing a Source: 
Why is it 
Important?

The 5th grade students had les-
sons between 10-14 February
on the concepts of academic 
integrity and plagiarism, the im-
portance of citing references,
the reasons for citing referen-
ces and the organization of the 
bibliography. Our students lear-
ned about the MLA citation ru-
les that they should follow when 
preparing a bibliography and
how to prepare a bibliography 
using Noodletools, the prog-
ram for preparing a bibliography 
that they can use while applying 
these rules.

MLA 
Rules with 
NoodleTools
On the week of February 17th,
our 5th grade students had the 
experience of preparing a bib-
liography in accordance with
MLA rules with the bibliograp-
hy preparation program No-
odletools. They created their 
own bibliographies using the
list of sources given to them 
consisting of printed books,
academic journals, AI and had
the opportunity to apply the 
knowledge they learned.

L I B R A RY

Here is a video of our new publications.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EGDw_YbIH-wJYvSSWFT4XfT5GEHpqbPy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EGDw_YbIH-wJYvSSWFT4XfT5GEHpqbPy/view
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Burcu Bal Ulusoy - 

-

-

-
-

-
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T E A C H E R  N E W S

Educational
Technologies 
Summit - 2025

With the theme “Digital Awakening in the Age of Artifi-
-

-
-
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